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By the term virtue and vice it would be wise of
us to understand that these represent the entire list
of pairs-of-opposites as joy and sorrow, success and
failure, hope and despair, health and disease, etc.
Truth or the Ultimate Reality being "ONE-without-
a-second" (Adwaitd) cannot of Its very nature have
anything to do with or.e or the other of any con-
ceivable pair of opposites. Vice has got an existence
only with reference to virtue; light can be recognised
only with reference to darkness; life would be mean-
ingless withom death*
Thus, if we were to accept that Truth is virtue
then that Tniih cannot be Absolute, for, it will be
limited by the existence of vice also. When there
are two things, different in their nature, one must
necessarily limit the other. For example, a half
tumbler of milk when watered sufficiently to fill the
glass we cannot in truth say that the glass is full of
milk; the wTater limits the milk.
Again, if the Absolute Truth in its Pure External
Nature were to have the quality of being virtuous,
then Truth becomes a substance, and so, finite and
perishable. It is evident, therefore, that behind the
words of this question is a volume of thought pursued
by a highly cultured intellect sedulously trained in
the wisdom of the Sastras.
Thus5 the question of the Brahmin boy to Lord
Death was a demand for an explanation of that un-
known Factor which is Eternal and Immortal, which
in itself is neither virtuous, and without which neither